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T_1 . (C)  Poloff  met  with  Czech  MFA  Deputy  Director  of  the  UN 
Department  Josef  Vitek  on  September  25  to  discuss  UN  scale 
assessment  and  deliver  reftel  talking  points.  Vitek  said  the 
Czechs  plan  to  follow  the  EU 1 s lead  on  whether  to  maintain 
the  22%  ceiling  rate  on  U.S.  payments,  and/or  to  modify  the 
scale  formula.  He  expects  the  EU  to  call  for:  (1)  a change  in 

the  methodology  to  a formula  based  on  a 6-year  average,  (2)  a 
37%  ceiling  rate  for  EU  member  states,  and  (3)  an  increase  in 
the  U.S.  ceiling,  based  on  the  EU ' s view  that  the  United 
States  is  in  arrears  on  its  UN  fees  and  is  therefore  not 
entitled  to  benefit  from  the  22%  ceiling.  Vitek  predicted 
that  ultimately  neither  the  U.S.  ceiling  nor  the  scale 
methodology  will  change  (unless  Japan  succeeds  in  its  efforts 
to  lower  its  19.5%  assessment  rate.  In  that  event,  Vitel 
predicted  the  U.S.  ceiling  would  likely  be  raised). 
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